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August 27, 2025

Re: Seeking AASWSW Fellows to Serve as Mentors for Early Career Faculty
Application: http://links.asu.edu/2025AASWSWMentoring

Dear Academy Fellows,

We are writing to ask you to serve as a Mentor as part of the American Academy of Social Work and
Social Welfare Mentor Match Program, 2025-2026. This program is designed to provide mentorship for
assistant professors in tenure-track positions, particularly underrepresented scholars and scholars at
institutions that lack strong research mentorship. The program provides early career scholars with
access to established scholars who mentor them for one academic year as they advance their academic
career and scholarly goals.

We have lowered the time commitment based on feedback from past participants as to what is most
feasible and successful. We expect mentors to meet with their mentees at least quarterly over
videoconference (two times in the Fall and two times in the Spring) and at a conference in person if
possible. Mentors also agree to be available to answer questions as needed for career and scholarly
advice for the academic year.

While the time commitment is low, the impact is high. We have received extremely positive evaluations
about this program, with both mentees and mentors reporting enjoying participating in this program.

Please consider volunteering your time and expertise for a rewarding mentoring experience for both
yourself and your mentee.

Please register here (http://links.asu.edu/2025AASWSWMentoring) by September 12t". To maximize the
match between mentee and mentor, the registration form asks you to indicate your interest and
expertise in areas identified by mentee applicants. We plan to match mentors and mentees by mid-
September.

Thank you for your time and support of this initiative. Please contact us if you have any questions
(AASWSWMentoring@asu.edu).

Best Regards,

AASWSW Mentoring Program Committee
Elizabeth Lightfoot, Arizona State University (Chair)
Renee Cunningham-Williams, Arizona State University
Cynthia Franklin, University of Texas, Austin
Stephanie Robert, University of Wisconsin

Registration http://links.asu.edu/2025AASWSWMentoring
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